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which commands my sympathy. I know that the Hindus feel sore
over what the Moplahs in 1921 did to their Hindu neighbours in
Malabar. I know that thousands of Hindus think that the Moplah
atrocities were not as strongly condemned by the general body of
the Mussalmans as they might have been. I know that many will
(as I do) take exception to Mr* Yakub Hasan's sweeping asser-
tion that ehe (Moplah) has done what anyone, Hindu, Muslim or
Christian, under the same circumstances and in the same emergency
would have done in self-defence or self-interest3. No circumstance
and no provocation however grave could possibly justify forcible
conversions. I should hope that Mr. Yakub Hasan has not meant
to include these among the pardonable acts of the Moplahs.
But even assuming the truth of the worst that the Hindus
may have to say against the Moplahs and the contemporaneous
or subsequent conduct of the rest of the Indian Mussalmans, I have
no doubt that> if the Hindus allowed their prejudices to interfere
with their charity towards their countrymen and countrywomen,
the starving Moplahs, it would be counted as a sin before the Judg-
ment Seat. We may not remember against posterity the sins of its
forefathers. The Moplahs sinned against God and have suffered
grievously for it. Let the Hindus also remember that they have
not allowed the opportunity of revenge to pass by. Many have
done all they could to take reprisals when they got the opportunity.
My point is simple. In face of the awful fact of starvation
and homelessnesSj all argument and all opposition must be hushed.
Generations hence, when all our evil acts will have been for-
gotten, posterity will cherish the treasured memory of every simple
act of love shown by the one to the other. I therefore ask every
Hindu reader who will extend the hand of love and fellowship to
his starving Moplah brother and sister and their children, to send
his or her mite, and I shall endeavour to see that it is properly
distributed among the most deserving among the Moplahs.
Young India 1-5-1924